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- Lesson Seven -

Forgive Us Our Debts
I.

I

Overview.

n order to keep ourselves in a good relationship and fellowship with God, we must keep our conscience clear of
any offense. We do this by confessing our sins, failures
and trespasses to God. God will freely forgive us for all
of our “debts” if we confess them to Him.
However if we are hard-hearted and unwilling to forgive
others their offenses and “debts” toward us, neither will God
forgive us our debts. If we choose to hold onto offenses when
others have offended us, it will be as
if God does not hear our prayer. God
requires us to forgive others.

God wants us to forgive
that He might forgive us.
Parent’s Initials:
Please
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Initial Here

It is easy for us to be offended, but it
is often not easy to let it go and simply
forgive the other person. However,
there is never anything to be gained in
being offended. It makes us unhappy,
it makes the other person unhappy As we forgive others...
God will forgive us.
and it makes God unhappy. God’s
desire is that we forgive others.
II.

Memory Verse.

“And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors.”
(Matt. 6:12)
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III.

Lesson.

How to Forgive Others

As we seek to glorify the Father’s name, bring His kingdom
to the earth and to do His will, we will discover that we have
failures in our daily life. At times we commit sins against
God and trespasses against others. These sins and trespasses
are called our “debts”, meaning that because of them we owe
something. To God, we owe repentance and confession and
if we have offended others we may owe them an apology and
possibly repayment. For this reason the Lord Jesus taught us
to pray concerning our “debts”.
We Should Clear Our Debts Quickly
We can clear our debts by confessing our sins to the Lord and
if we have offended others, by apologizing to them. If instead,
we do not confess or apologize, we begin to “store up” our
debts. This is just like dust collecting on a window sill. The
longer you wait to clean it, the dirtier it gets. In order to keep a
good relationship with our Father, we should confess our sins
and failures to Him each day.
We Must Forgive Others
However, if we expect our Father to forgive our debts, we
must be willing to forgive others who may have offended us.
Otherwise, our Father will
not forgive our debts. By
forgiving others their debts
we maintain peace between
us and our brothers and sisters in God’s family, and
even those who are not in
the church. This is a very
important lesson that we all
We should not let unconfessed
have to learn. We must foroffenses pile up in our being.
give others.
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Sometimes it seems so hard to forgive someone who has done
something that has made you unhappy. We might know that
we should forgive them, but in our heart we just don’t want to.
We might even want them to apologize to us first before we
forgive them. Whenever we feel this way, we simply need to
pray that the Lord would give us the strength to forgive them.
We should ask the Lord to help us to just “let go” as if we were
holding onto something tightly with our hands. When we do
let go and forgive others, we will always feel better inside.
That better feeling inside tells us that God is happy with us and
will forgive us our offenses and debts.

--- Questions for Discussion --1.

What does it mean that we owe a “debt”?

2.

What do we need to do in order to have our debts forgiven by God?

3.

What happens if we don’t forgive others?

4.

How can we forgive other when it is difficult?
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