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The Bible
- Lesson Eighteen -
The Bible
The History of the Bible (1)
L Overview.

n this lesson and the next we will be looking at the

history of the Bible. The Bible has a long and inter-

esting history. This history of the Bible begins with

the writing of the Old Testament. The Old Testament
was written between 1500 B.C. and 400 B.C. which is a period
of 1,100 years. The Old Testament was written mainly in
Hebrew - the language of the Jewish people.

The New Testament was written between 35 A.D. and 100
ko & A.D., so it took less than 65 years for
it to be completed. The New Testa-
ment was written in Greek.

Since the completion of the writing of
the Bible, it has been translated sev-
eral times. The most important trans-
lations of the Bible were the versions
that brought it into the English lan-
guage. We will discuss several of
the English translations in the next
lesson.

iThe Bible has a longand
interesting history!

II. Memory Verse.

“And we have the prophetic word made more firm, to which
you do well to give heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place.”

(2 Pet. 1:19)



111. Lesson.

The Bible is a most wonderful gift from God. It is a gift that
has been given to us gradually over time. In fact, we are still
opening up this gift today. The Bible contains God’s speaking
which was written down by men. In this lesson we will look
at the writing of the Bible. In the next lesson we will look at
the translation of the Bible.

The Writing of the Old Testament

The Old Testament took about 1,100 years to write. Moses
was the first person to begin the writing of the Bible. Moses
wrote at appr0x1mately 1,500 B.C. The last book, Malachi
: B was written at about 400 B.C. In
| \-\\\\\ the years in between, other books

& were written by men of God.
{ Some were kings like David and

{ Solomon and others were proph-
In457 B.C. the prophet Ezra, who
loved God’s word very much,

ets like Isaiah and Daniel.
Ezragathered 37 of the Old
Testament books together.
collected 37 books together and
arranged them to begin the formation of the Old Testament.
These books included all the books in our current Old Tes-
tament with the exception of Nehemiah and Malachi, which
were not yet written. After the writing of the last two books,

the Old Testament was completed. In 277 B.C. seventy schol-
ars translated all 39 books into Greek.

The Writing of the New Testament

The first book of the New Testament to be written was the
Gospel of Matthew. It was written between 37 and 40 A.D.
The last book to be written was Revelation, which was written
between 94 and 96 A.D. In the early church it was common
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to have the reading of the Old Testament and the four gospels.
This indicates that the gospels were the earliest of the New
Testament books to be recognized as Scripture.

At a later time, a total of 20 books were recognized to be part
of the New Testament Scripture. There was not yet agreement
on whether the books of Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John,
Jude and Revelation should be included. At the council of
Carthage, in 397 A.D., the leaders of the churches gathered
together and recognized that these seven books should also be
part of the New Testament. This completed the New Testa-
ment writing with the 27 books we now have and enjoy.

A Qpestions for Discussion —

1. How long did it take to write the Old Testament?

2. Who was the person to gather together 37 of the books
of the Old Testmant?

3. What was the first New Testament book written?

4. What happened at the council of Carthage?




