
Down

2. Jesus had an earthlly father and a 
_________ Father.

3. Jesus grew physically, psychologi-
cally, and ____________.

4. Luke gives us a unique account of 
Jesus’ during His __________.

5. Jesus was in the temple with the 
______.

8. This means the same thing as 
“psychologically”.

9. ______ was Jesus’ heavenly Father.
10. Jesus was obedient to His parents 

during His _______.
12. Joseph and Mary were Jesus’ 

______ parents.
14. Jesus’ earthly mother.
15. Jesus _____ and kept advancing in 

favor with God and men.
16. Jesus was God’s ______.
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1. The Lord Jesus grew __________, 
psychologically, and spiritually.

6. Joseph and Mary thought Jesus was  
among their _______.

7. The account of Jesus’ youth is in the 
gospel of ________.

11. Jesus was _____ to His parents.
13. Jesus was found in the _______.
17. We should always _____ our par-

ents.
18. Jesus’ age when He stayed behind 

in Jerusalem.
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L  uke’s gospel includes a unique account of 
Jesus’ life from His early childhood until His 
full manhood.  The Lord Jesus, as a little child, 
grew in a complete and balanced way.  He 

“grew” physically, “became strong” spiritually and was “filled 
with wisdom” psychologically.  Besides this He enjoyed God 

sweetly within Him, for God’s 
grace was upon Him.

A particular key to the Lord’s 
growth and development is 
that He was subject to His 
parents.  This was the basic 
lesson that He practiced in His 
human life for  years until He 
began His ministry.  

Hebrews 5:8 says “Even though He was a Son, (He) learned 
obedience from the things which He suffered.”  The Lord Jesus 
was always obedient to His earthly parents and to His Heav-
enly Father.  

- Lesson Four -

The Youth of
the Lord Jesus Christ

The Person and Life of the Lord Jesus

“And (Jesus) went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject to them….  And Jesus kept advancing in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men.”

(Luke 2:51-52)
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I. Overview.

II. Memory Verse.

1

When Jesus was twelve He went 
to the temple and spoke with the 

teachers, hearing them 
and questioning them. 



III. Lesson.

The Child Jesus in the Temple

As a child, the Lord Jesus grew and developed physically, 
mentally, and spiritually.  Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem 
year by year to keep the Passover feast as God had com-
manded His people in the law.  When Jesus was twelve years 
old, He went up with His parents to Jerusalem for the Passover 
feast.  

After the feast was over, when 
His parents were returning to 
Nazareth, they did not notice 
that He was not with them.  
Probably hundreds of people 
were on the road going away 
from Jerusalem.  Joseph and 
Mary assumed that Jesus was 
among relatives who were also 
traveling home.  

Joseph and Mary began to search for Jesus and did not find 
Him among the relatives.  They then decided to return to Jeru-
salem to look for Him.  After searching for Him for three 
days, they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, hearing them and questioning them.  They were all 
amazed at His understanding and answers.  

Jesus Was Subject to His Parents

When Mary asked Jesus why He had treated them like this, He 
answered “I must be in the things of My Father”, showing the 
care He had for God His Father’s interests.  In His humanity, 
as a man, He was the son of His parents, and in His deity, as 
God, He was the Son of God.  However, as a young boy, Jesus 
obeyed His earthly parents and went down to Nazareth with 

On the road to Nazareth,
Joseph and Mary thought that 

Jesus was among their relatives.

2

them and was subject to them.  This means that He was obedi-
ent and respectful to them.

As Jesus grew, He kept advancing in wisdom and stature, in 
favor with God and with men.  This incident in the youth of the 
Lord Jesus shows us how He took His earthly circumstances 
and human relationships as part of His Father’s will.  He han-
dled all of these things in a proper manner so that He could do 
His Father’s will and work in the proper way.  The Lord Jesus 
is the best example for us.  He shows us that it is always best 
to be subject to our parents.  This will cause us to grow up in 
the best way and to have favor with God and with men.

1. Why is the account of Jesus’ youth important?

2. What was the reason that the Lord Jesus stayed behind 
in Jerusalem?

3. Where did Joseph and Mary think Jesus was?

4. How did Jesus show His submission to His parents?
 

--- Questions for Discussion --- 
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